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The Ping Rivor was a centor for transportation and a ehannel of commerce fo foreign
merchants in tho historical times of Chiang Ma. It became a routo for transporting logs from
1855 10 1955 - the poriod In which forest concesslons near tho Ping River wore granted (o fwo
English companies. Tho western area was granted to Bormoo Company and the eastem arca
to Bombayber Company.

(Chiang Mars exchango wit foroign countries allowed for the emorgenca of colonial rchiee
1uro, s transiatod by the Lanna crafismen along the Ping Rive. Today,romains o theso colonil
yio strucuros of the past aro st presant. Some hausos ook the ago, soma havo boon restored 1o
nearporfoct conditon, and nower, tallr buidings havo overshadowed othrs.

Howaver, ocontly omerged among tha ramains of Ping Rvor past is th Ping Nakara. Tho
new colonil stylo bulding situatod on tho sido of tho Ping River was designed and created in
ddicaton 1o the iy boautul mamaries. Chairat Atsawangkul, Exacutivo Droctor of Ping Nakara
iscussod thot roasons for choosing the whi roto syl, tatng. Wo have our businass goal, but ot
the samo tmo wo aso want to ploaso oursaives and givo back fo socety

8acauso tho bulking was designod upon fomantc ideas and caroluly researched informaton
(a5 woll a stores of Chiang Mars past) n a process that lasted about fivo yoars, the compioted
buiding stands olegantly tall wih compex detals and intriguing shapes and forms.

“Tho Ping Nakara wont through a long and compicated thought procoss. In tho past, colonal
iylo bulings woro buil wihout a buo printor photo. Thoro wora diferent inteprotations of coonial
archecture; and craismen from diferent rogions brought iferent conoepts and designs o thel
colonial syle works. Inspprad by s improssion of haw colonilstle was transated dferonty
across dferont rogions, Chalat axplained tho ideas behind the Ping Nakara dosign process. Wo
havo soven stuctures n diferent forms and wih varius perorated dosigns. Each of tha designs
oflcts the history of the buiing and the story tht inspied s esign. For axampl, ono of Ping
Nakara dosigns has a simiar syl to tho Hok Sao Bulding (ocated opposit Riversido Restaurant)
Dcauso wo wanted fo proservo tho boautil design dotads of that bulding n the naw bulding.*
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Today the Ping River does not serve the exchange of merchants and
customers as It did In the past and many colonial buildings along the river no
longer perform thelr commerclal functions. As a rosult, theyre largely unused
and poorly malntained. Chairat expressed his feelings about the valuable
Nistorical structures, *1 see the colonial bulldings. Some of are left to decay and
new bulldings block some. | would like them to be preserved.” He hopes that
the Ping Nakara can represent old times, retelling storles of the beautiful and
romantic past of Chiang Mal 1o its people.
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